
 

UP IN THE AIR 

 
To inspire, motivate and challenge 

our learners to explore the 

environment, value its purpose and 

feel empowered to become a global 

citizen. 

One big question: How can we make sure that the 

air that we breathe stays clean? 

One big build / make: Wind turbines 

One big community deed: Raise money for bird 

feeders in Meols Park 

One big trip: Manchester Airport Visitors Park 

A POOC: Amy Johnson 

As geographers we will… 
…look at the distribution and reasons for the location of 
clean energy sources around the UK 
…explore the environmental impact of flight: carbon 
emissions; building new runways etc. 
…conduct in-depth research into a range of locations from 
Amy Johnson’s journey from London to Darwin considering 
differences between the locations such as climate; ecology; 
natural hazards; economic and social activity and natural 
resources 

As scientists we will… 
… look at the forces involved in human flight – how 
aeroplanes provide lift and work against friction 
and all the related forces 
…look at the scientific processes involved in climate 
change, e.g. the effect of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere; how it’s created; how it can be 
reduced etc.  
 

As historians we will… 
…study the life and times of Amy Johnson:  

 create a timeline of significant events 
during her life 

 consider significant social changes e.g. 
emancipation of women.  

 Compare the quality of life from 1900 
to the Second World War  

…use the Wright brothers as a focus to 
consider the changes and impact of air travel 
over the 20th century. Look at social evolution 
of leisure over the 20th century 

As artists & designers we will… 
…create pop art in the style of Andy Warhol with a 
focus on Amy Johnson 
Or: tessellations in the style of Escher (1930s links to 
Amy Johnson) 
…design / build / test wind turbines 
…design / build / test elastic band planes or kites 

As computer scientists we will… 
…use a range of search technologies effectively to research 
our topic 
…use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly 
 

As writers we will… 
…create a talk and display poster to present findings on a 
selected location of Amy Johnson’s journey 

As musicians we will… 
…listen and appraise Mercy Mercy Me by Marvin 
Gaye (Robert Palmer/Usher) 
…discuss dimensions in music (duration; pitch; 
dynamic; and timbre; pulse; rhythm) 
…take part in simple composition 
…play and perform using tuned and un-tuned 
instruments 

As sports people we will… 
…perform an expressive dance about environmental 
issues to an appropriate piece of music (Mercy Mercy 
Me/Big Yellow Taxi) 
 

Vocabulary Dozen:  environment, pollution, climate change, global warming, carbon footprint,  

emissions, renewable, emancipation, construct, significant, similarity, aviation 

 

RRS Links 
A8- Right to an identity 
A29- Right to an education that develops your talents and abilities.  

 


