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As a child progresses though school, their increasing 
skill at performing a variety of motor tasks is  
monitored.  This includes using their large scale 
muscles such as in P.E and their small scale  
muscles when writing or cutting.  Each teacher is  
responsible for ensuring that all children’s abilities 
are catered for.  This could include, for example,  
using balance bikes to develop bal-
ancing skills or using enhanced 
handwriting intervention.  Teacher’s 
may also utilise equipment such as 
a writing slope, pencil grips, 
adapted rulers and scissors to sup-

Physical 

Medical  
Some children may require specific medical support or 
equipment during the school day.  Specific advice  
regarding hearing, vision, physical or medical needs 
are provided through outside agency support from  
Wirral’s Special Education Support Service (SESS).  
 
We also support the work of Occupational Therapists 
and Physiotherapists for children who require  
personalised programmes from these medical  
services.  

Booster classes 
When funding allows, we are able to offer an extra 
teacher to provide ability group teaching and reduce 
class size.  This is usually for Year 6 children where 
the ability range is greatest (but may be used in other 
year groups, if required). 

   

 

Additional  
Support  

DEVELOPING THE POTENTIAL  
IN EVERY CHILD  



 2 

 

Introduction 

 

 

 

 

 

At Great Meols primary school we embrace the fact that every child is an individual 

and therefore, the educational needs of every child are different.  This is why all  

children’s progress is closely monitored to ensure that we are thoroughly inclusive 

and provide a wide range of teaching and learning strategies. 

 

 

 

We offer many different forms of additional support through a range of provision. 

This is tailored each year to the specific requirements needed; it may  

include additional in-class support, additional out-of-class support, flexible groupings 

(including small group work) and access to specific resources which includes the 

use of information technology (ICT), mentoring, counselling and access to a wide 

range of outside agencies.   

 

 

 

We believe that this approach allows us to target children with the support they  

require, whether this is at a low or high level and whether this is short or long term. 

This is a graduated approach so that if your child’s class teacher feels that a higher 

level support is required this can be overseen by the school’s Special Education 

Needs Co-coordinator (SENCo). Typically a child at this level will be placed on  

Special Educational Needs Register and will require a Support Plan (SP).  This will 

be reviewed three times a year so that the outcomes can be closely monitored and 

adapted if necessary.  Advice may be required from outside agencies.  For further 

details about the services that are available, please read our school’s SEND  

Information Report on the school website.  
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Emotional Development &  

Behaviour 

A child’s personal, social and emotional development 

can have a significant impact on their overall  

development.  All children learn skills in these areas 

through the use of the SEAL (Social and Emotional 

Aspects of Learning) programme.  However, if you or 

your child’s class teacher feels that further support is 

required, then a meeting can be arranged to discuss 

these concerns.  Please also view the information  

regarding the Socially Speaking intervention as well 

the school’s Behaviour leaflet.  

Attention skills  
A child’s ability to listen and concentrate is  

fundamental to how they learn.  Some children 

may require support to help them develop these 

skills.  For example, a child may have difficulty 

remaining on task or following a series of  

instructions.  Support can be provided by  

adapting teaching and learning strategies such 

as ‘chunking’ so that activities are given in 

smaller, achievable amounts or by providing 

visual supports for instructions such as a series 

of pictures.   
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Numeracy  

Your child’s class teacher structures their  

numeracy lessons so that they target the  

differing requirements of children within the 

class.  In addition to daily maths lessons, all 

children participate in small group Guided 

Maths work so that important mathematical 

concepts can be reinforced and the use of a 

Maths Passport for each child ensures that 

progression is closely monitored.  Teachers 

can also utilise a range of information   

technology (ICT) including access to  

educational apps on iPads and computer 

based programs such as the ‘Mathletics’.  

 

There may be occasions when further in-class 

support is required through the use of an  

additional adult such as a Teaching Assistant, 

or in some cases, an additional teacher to 

provide smaller groupings.  

Out-of-class support 

 

RM Easimaths 
If a child requires further maths support, they may be offered RM Easimaths which 
is a computer based program designed to reinforce maths skills.  

Maths Intervention Groups 

Math’s intervention groups provide support for children who have mathematical 

misconceptions or require the reinforcement of key concepts.  These are run by a 

Teaching Assistant following structured materials such as Firstclass@ number, 

Springboard or Wave 3 Maths.  The activities are designed to be fun and practical 

so that children’s confidence and enjoyment of maths is developed.   
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Literacy 
Every class teacher structures their lessons 

for different levels of literacy so that each 

child is provided with quality teaching and 

learning.  Close monitoring systems are in 

place which include small group guided 

reading sessions, Big Write assessments 

and phonics passports. Teachers can also 

utilise a range of information technology 

(ICT) including access to educational apps 

on iPads and computer based programs 

such as the ‘Nessy Learning Program’, 

Spellodrome and ‘Starspell’ to support    

children’s reading, writing and spelling skills. 

There may be occasions when in-class  

support is needed through an additional 

adult such as a Teaching Assistant or in 

some cases, an additional teacher to  

provide smaller groupings.  For example, 

this could include additional reading time 

with a Teaching Assistant or with a volunteer 

parent through the use of the Reading  

Partnership.  

Early Literacy Support (ELS) 

This intervention targets children as they move from Reception to Year 1.  However, 

it can also be used in Year 2.  It is delivered by a Teaching Assistant with children in 

a small group.  Its aims are to provide reinforcement of speaking, listening, reading 

and writing skills to those children who are making progress but would benefit from 

a boost.  This is particularly useful for children who are young within the year group. 

The activities are designed so that they are structured, progressive and are  

delivered in a way that promotes enjoyment of literacy.  
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Literacy 

Acceleread/Accelerwrite  

This Key Stage 2 small group structured  

intervention program, delivered by a Teaching  

Assistant three times a week, targets reading and 

spelling skills.  It is progressive as children work 

through the different phonic levels as well as    

being multisensory as it is computer based.  

Orrets Meadow Outreach Program 

The Orrets Meadow Outreach Program 

(externally provided at an additional cost to the 

school) offers personalised learning delivered 

by a Teaching Assistant and supported by an 

outreach teacher who specialises in supporting 

children with literacy difficulties.  The            

programme allows children to have three 30 

minute individual sessions a week where they 

undertake multisensory activities to learn and 

revise crucial literacy skills.  This programme is 

targeted at children who are making very      

limited progress and are working significantly 

below their age related expectations.  
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Speech & Language  

The early identification of any speech or language difficulty is important as this can 

have an impact on a child’s future development.  There are different aspects of  

language that can cause difficulty and these include producing speech sounds,  

using language and understanding language.   

 

If your child finds producing some speech sounds difficult or, if their use or  

understanding of language requires further support, then the following programmes 

can help. Further support may be accessed by making a referral to Wirral’s Speech 

and Language Therapy Service for an individual assessment and programme. 

 

Wellcomm 

This program is primarily used in Foundation 2 in order to enhance children’s  

understanding and use of language.  It enables class teachers to screen children 

and provide small group activities for those children who they feel would benefit 

from support in this area.  Class teachers can also use Wellcomm for children as 

they move into Key Stage 1 if a child is still having a language difficulty or delay. 

 

Black Sheep Press – Narrative Therapy 

If a child is continuing to have difficulty understanding and using language, then this 

resource can be used to help children develop these skills through the use of  

pictures and stories.  It focuses on answering ‘who’, ‘when’, ‘where’ and ‘what  

happened’ questions and encourages children to express their answers using a 

wider range of vocabulary.  

 

Time to Talk/Socially Speaking 

Time to Talk, for younger children, and Socially Speaking provide group interaction 

activities to help children who are having difficulty with their social interaction skills.  

A child who finds certain aspects of social communicating confusing or frustrating 

may be having difficulty understanding the rules of communication such as  

turn-taking in conversations, developing friendships or  understanding/ showing 

awareness of another’s needs.  


