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 The community of our school seeks to promote a caring and stimulating 
environment, embracing trust, friendship, honesty and mutual respect  

where all children feel valued.  
The well-balanced, child-centred curriculum seeks to ensure the  

intellectual, spiritual, cultural, social and physical development of every  
child, equipping them for live in our society 



Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Information 

 
At Great Meols we embrace the fact that every child is an individual and, therefore, the 
educational needs of every child are different - this is certainly the case for children with Special 
Educational Needs. 
 
Our school provides a broad and balanced curriculum for all children.  The curriculum is the 
starting point for planning that meets the specific needs of individuals and groups of children.  
When planning, teachers set suitable learning challenges and respond to children’s diverse 
learning needs.  Some children have barriers to learning that mean they have special needs 
which require particular action by the school and early identification is important. 

 
Teachers take account of these requirements and make provision, where necessary, to support 
individuals and groups of children and thus enable them to participate effectively in curriculum 
and assessment activities.  Some children may need additional or different help from that given 
to other children of the same age.  Children may have specific educational needs throughout or 
at any time during their school career. 
 
Children may be considered to have a learning difficulty if:  

 They have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same  
age.  

 They have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational  
facilities that are provided for other children of the same age.  

 
In terms of what we offer children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities, this can be 
different for every child and it is important to emphasise that, as much as possible, this provision 
is designed by the relevant Great Meols staff members working alongside the child, the child’s 
family and, where necessary, outside agencies (e.g. Speech and Language Therapist or an 
Educational Psychologist). 
 
The Governors at Great Meols are responsible for the overseeing of all procedures in school 
and are regularly in school. 
 
Management of SEND within school 
All of our staff have a responsibility for pupils with SEND. All of our teachers and teaching 
assistants are experienced at teaching children with special needs and do so in a positive and 
sensitive way. 
 
Our Special Education Needs Coordinator (SENCo) is Mrs Ainslie and she has the following role 
across the whole school:  
 

 to manage the day-to-day operation of the SEN policy 

 co-ordinate the provision for and manage the responses to children’s special needs  

 support and advise colleagues  

 oversee the records of all children with special educational needs  

 act as the link with parents and carers 

 act as the link with external agencies and other support agencies  

 monitor and evaluate the special educational needs provision, and report to the head and  
governing body 

 manage a range of resources, both human and material, to enable appropriate provision to  
be made for children with special educational needs 

 
If you have any concerns regarding SEN matters then please feel free to make an appointment 
to chat with the SENCo by contacting her on 632 4606. 



 
What is the school offer?  
‘School Information Regulations’ require schools to provide information on Special Educational 
Needs and Disability (SEND). In Wirral this is called the “Schools Offer” and through this each 
school will identify all information related to special educational needs and disabilities in their 
school.  
Fourteen questions have been devised in consultation with the Parent Family Forum and other 
agencies which reflect their concerns and interests. These will be answered by schools and 
colleges to provide information to parents and carers to enable them to make decisions about 
how best to support their child’s needs.  
 
Below are Great Meols Primary School’s responses to these questions.  
 
 

SCHOOL OFFER 
 
1. How does Great Meols know if children need extra help and what should I do if I think 

my child may have special educational needs? 
All children are continually assessed as they progress through the school, so that we can 
build upon their prior learning.  The class teacher plans for all the pupils in their class, 
differentiating the tasks accordingly to suit any pupil’s individual needs, and is responsible for 
the assessment of their progress.  Each class teacher will attend termly Pupil Progress 
meetings with the Deputy Headteacher to discuss the progress of pupils. The shared 
discussions will highlight if further support or intervention may be needed to increase 
progress and bring the child back on track to meet end of year targets.  
 
Intervention can be triggered through concern, supplemented by evidence that, despite 
receiving differentiated teaching, pupils:  

 Make little or no progress  

 Demonstrate difficulty in developing literacy or numeracy skills  

 Show persistent emotional/behavioural difficulties which are not affected by behaviour  
 management strategies  

 Have sensory/physical problems, make little progress despite the provision of specialist  
equipment  

 Experience communication and/ or interaction problems and make little or no progress  
 despite experiencing a differentiated curriculum  

 
The class teacher would inform the parents/carers at the earliest opportunity to alert them of 
any concerns and enlist their active help and participation. If a parent has a concern about 
their child having additional needs, the class teacher is the first point of contact. The child’s 
class teacher will offer interventions that are different from or additional to those provided as 
part of the school’s usual working practices. Parents will be closely informed of the actions 
and results. 
 
Following this, the class teacher may liaise with the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 
(SENCo) for further advice and guidance to determine if supplementary assessments or 
investigations are required.  

 
2. How will Great Meols staff support my child? 

At Great Meols we offer graduated Special Educational Needs support so that a child will 
typically start at the Early Intervention level.  They will have a Special Educational Needs 
Support Plan (SP) which will include the targets that are currently being worked on and what 
additional provision is put into place for that child.  This individualised plan will be reviewed 
three times a year so that the outcomes can be closely monitored and adapted if necessary.  
If the class teacher and SENCo feel that sufficient progress is not being made then a child 



may progress to the Targeted Support level where children may require additional support 
from school based staff or outside agency intervention.  This will be reflected in their Support 
Plan (SP) which will then also include a Pupil Profile which sets out what is important to know 
about that child as well as specifying a clear set of expected long term outcomes.  The 
content of a Pupil Profile is developed, as appropriate, with the child and the child’s family. 
This is why it is so important that parents/carers attend our Parental Interview Evenings.  
 
For many children, targets will be connected to learning and will often be specifically to do 
with literacy and numeracy.  For other children, they may be to do with social interaction, 
communicating with children and adults, emotional difficulties, overcoming physical issues 
(for example problems to do with fine motor control).  The most important point is that 
additional provision depends on the needs of the child. 
 
The school offers many different forms of additional provision (please also view the school’s 
Additional Support booklet).  This can include: additional in-class support; additional out-of-
class support; one-to-one support; flexible groupings (including small group work); access to 
specific resources which includes the use of information technology (ICT); mentoring; 
counselling and access to a wide range of outside agencies.  Additional provision is 
overseen by the school’s highly-qualified SENCo and is designed and implemented by an 
excellent team of teachers, ably supported by very competent teaching assistants.  
 
This approach successfully allows us to target children with the support they require, whether 
this is at a low or high level and whether this is short or long term.  We have high 
expectations that the provision discussed above will ensure that all children with Special 
Educational Needs will make significant and sustained progress.  However, if it is felt that a 
child is not achieving the outcomes set then the next step will be to draw up an Additional 
Support Plan which requires a greater detailed analysis of a child’s needs.  After two review 
periods, it might be deemed necessary to arrange a review meeting with parents and all the 
agencies working with that child, in order to determine whether a higher level of Special 
Educational Needs support is needed and whether to initiate an assessment for an 
Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP) or Individual Pupil Funding (IPF).  More information 
can be found on Wirral’s Local Offer website - http://localofferwirral.org 

 
3. How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 

All children have an entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum and Great Meols pupils 
benefit from a range of teaching and learning styles; a carefully differentiated curriculum with 
clear learning objectives; a range of differentiated learning materials (both for reinforcement 
and extension); assessment procedures that emphasise pupils’ strengths and achievements 
which is used to inform the next stage of learning; access to ICT; and a broad range of extra-
curricular activities and visits (including residential visits in Year 4 and Year 6). This enables 
the pupils to understand the relevance and purpose of the learning activities. It also allows 
them to experience levels of understanding and rates of progress that bring about feelings of 
success and achievement. 
 
Access to the curriculum is important and to ensure we get it right for children with Special 
Educational Needs we use a wide variety of resources to facilitate this.  This includes the use 
of ICT (see Additional Support booklet) and specialist equipment such as coloured overlays, 
writing slopes, pencil grips and adapted rulers and scissors. 

 
4. How will I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child’s   
 learning? 

Three times a year, copies of your child’s Special Educational Needs Support Plan (SP) will 
be sent home when they have been reviewed and new targets set.  Parents Evenings are 
held in the Autumn and Spring terms for teachers to discuss your child’s progress, however, 
if you have further questions or concerns, class teachers can arrange additional meetings.  

http://localofferwirral.org/about/educational-health-care-plans/


At the end of each year you will receive a written report outlining progress made over the 
year and targets for your child to aim for the following year. 
 
Parents are asked to support their child’s learning by completing any work set on their plan to 
help maximise progress made while at Great Meols Primary. 

 
5. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing? 

Your child’s wellbeing and emotional health is as important as their academic progress. 
Teachers plan for the holistic development of each child in their class, using their detailed 
knowledge of each individual to promote their confidence and self-esteem.  Individual 
behaviour plans are used should there be the additional need.    

 
Our school offers a variety of pastoral support for pupils who are encountering emotional 
difficulties, including: 

 Teachers and Teaching Assistants readily available to discuss issues and concerns 

 Whole school ‘Personal, Social and Emotional’ focussed teaching using the SEAL (Social  
 and Emotional Aspects of Learning) programme. 

 Enhanced Social Communication programs (Time to Talk/Socially Speaking) used within  
 school for children requiring further support. 

 If a pupil has a medical need then a detailed Health Care Plan is compiled with support  
 from the School Nurse, in consultation with parents/carers. 

 All staff are trained in First Aid and, in agreement with parents/carers, prescribed  
 medicines are administered in school. 

 All staff have annual updates in Epipen, diabetes and asthma training.  

 A number of staff are trained on how to use a defibulator and school has one on the  
 premises. 
 
We pride ourselves on how we promote children’s wellbeing and emotional health at Great 
Meols Primary School. 

 
6. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school? 

Senior leaders, teachers and teaching assistants are highly skilled in meeting the individual 
learning, behavioural and social needs of our children.  The school accesses a range of 
specialist services including: 

 School Nurse  

 Speech and Language Therapist  

 Occupational Therapist  

 Educational Psychologists 

 Physiotherapists 

 Educational Welfare Officer 

 Vision and Hearing Support 

 Outreach support from specialist schools 

 Specialist support from Portage/Autism Social Communication Team 

 Social services – Wirral Gateway 

 Social Care Family Support Worker 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health (CAHMs) 

 Paediatricians 

 Local Authority Statement Team 

 Wired/Parent Partnership 

 Wirral Autistic Society 

 Child and Family 

 Minority Ethnic Achievement Service (MEAS) 

 Special Education Needs Assessment Advice Team (SENAAT) 
 



7. What training are the staff supporting children and young people with SEND had or  
 are having? 

Different members of staff have received training related to SEND including sessions on: 

 Social Communication Difficulties 

 Speech and Language 

 Dyslexia 

 Dyscalculia 

 Occupational Therapy and strategies to use within the classroom 

 Social Emotional Behavioural Needs 

 First Aid 

 Behaviour Management 
 

8. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school  
 trips? 

It is worth pointing out that we do not offer targeted extra-curricular activities for children with 
Special Education Needs, but instead actively try to ensure that all our extra-curricular 
activities, including our two residentials, are adapted for children’s specific needs.  As a fully 
inclusive school, all children participate in whole school curriculum and off site activities. The 
extent to which each child participates and the levels of support received will vary between 
children, but we differentiate the activities and expectations to enable all children to take part.  
Where relevant, we also access specialised activities run for children with disabilities. 

 
9. How accessible is the school environment? 

Great Meols is a single story building and fully accessible. The building is light, classrooms 
have plenty of access, doors are wide and the site is both safe and secure. There are 
disabled toileting facilities as well as a shower/changing room.  

 
10. How will the school prepare and support my child when joining Great Meols School or  
 transferring to a new school? 

Parents and children are welcome to look around Great Meols to see what Outstanding 
(Ofsted January 2010) provision we offer and whether you feel we can meet the needs of 
your child.  
 
If your child has Special Educational Needs and is transferring to Great Meols, we will often 
contact your child’s current school or pre-school to find out as much information as possible 
about your child.  If your child is particularly worried or anxious they will be offered a 
transition visit and an opportunity to meet their new class teacher and class mates.  
 
Transition to secondary school can be a worrying time for both parents’ and child so at Great 
Meols we talk to secondary teachers about the children’s Special Educational Needs so that 
if an enhanced transition is required, this can be arranged.  We ensure all paperwork is 
passed on to them and they are made aware of any special requirements, both educationally 
and pastorally.  

 
11. How are resources allocated or matched to children’s educational needs? 

Most of the resources used to meet your child’s educational needs are available within the 
classroom.  Money may also be spent on further additional resources, staffing costs, staff 
training, specialist support/outside agencies and time allocated to the SENCo to manage and 
monitor the support.   

 
12. How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive? 

On a daily basis the class teacher determines the level of support for individual children 
within the class.  When children whose Special Educational Needs, circumstances or health 
requirements indicate that additional support may be required, discussions are held between 
the class teacher, the SENCo and senior leaders to determine what this may be.  Typically 



this support continues to be provided from within the class.  If evidence suggests that even 
higher levels of support or funding maybe beneficial this is agreed by the SENCo and senior 
leaders as the resources are often provided within the school or delivered from outside 
agencies.  If an additional funding is then deemed necessary, the process for an Educational 
Health Care Plan (EHCP) or Individual Pupil funding (IPF) might be considered.  

 
13. How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’s education? 

All parents are encouraged to contribute to their child’s education.  This may be through: 

 discussions with the class teacher       

 during Parents’ Evenings     

 during discussions with other professionals   

 attending parent workshops 

 transition meetings 

 annual reviews 
 
14. Who can I contact for further information or if I have any issues or concerns? 

The first point of contact for anything related to your child’s education is the class teacher.  
 

Staff are always available to talk outside of teaching hours or an appointment can be made 
for a mutually convenient time.  Please telephone the school office on 632 4606.  We 
encourage parents not to wait for the next formal opportunity to meet but to contact us on an 
ongoing basis.   

 
If you feel your matter still has not been dealt with you can follow the procedures outlined in 
our school complaints policy, which is on our school website under policies. 

 


