
 

 

 
TO Y5 & Y6 PARENTS              13th June 2016 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
INTERNET SAFETY 
 
It has been brought to my attention that some of our children have Facebook, Instagram and other 
social media profiles even though, according to their terms and conditions, the permitted minimum 
age to use them is 13 years old.  Unfortunately, a small number of children are using these 
platforms to send hostile or mocking comments which is leading to upset and arguments.  
 
As Great Meols Primary School is committed to keeping our children safe and to promoting 
responsible use of the Internet, we feel it is our responsibility to raise this particular issue with you 
as a concern. 
 
Many problems caused by the use of social media by primary school aged children involve the use 
of the following applications: 
 

 OoVoo – a video messaging app which allows video chats of up to 12 people at one time. 
You are required to be at least 13 years old to create an account. 

 Instagram – an online photograph sharing, video sharing and social networking service 
which allows users to take photos and videos and share them on a variety of platforms. 
You are required to be at least 13 years old to create an account. 

 Facebook – a social networking site. 
You are required to be at least 13 years old to create an account. 

 Twitter – a social networking platform that enables users to publish short messages. 
You are required to be at least 16 years old to create an account.  
 

When using these applications, children are often creating groups of followers or friends to which 
others are joining. This means that all information is shared with anyone who is in the group so 
privacy is lost and in some cases strangers have been added to the group.  
 
Beyond our school premises, we are powerless to stop children using these applications 
inappropriately to cause distress, potentially lead themselves into danger or cause embarrassment 
to themselves.  We need your help to do this. 
 

 Are you aware if your child uses social media such as Instagram? 

 Do you know who their ‘friends’ are and what they post to each other? 

 Do you know that children can chat to each other or strangers via their X Boxes and 
PlayStations? 

 
Through lessons provided at school, assemblies and guest speakers, we do our best to provide 
our children with the awareness and knowledge they need in order to recognise and avoid 
dangerous or inappropriate behaviour online.  However, it is only through a collaborative effort 
between parents and school that we will succeed in creating responsible and safe cyber citizens.  
We recommend that all parents visit the following sites for more information: 



 

 

 

 www.thinkuknow.co.uk and www.net-aware.org.uk  
 
If you would like any further information please do not hesitate to contact Mr Parker or your child’s 
class teacher. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
Pip Joyce 
Headteacher 

 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.net-aware.org.uk/

