
 
 

Great Meols Primary School - History 

Topic: The Great Fire of London Year 1 Strand: Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

The Great Fire of London started in the 

early hours of the morning of 2nd 

September 1666 and lasted for 5 days. 

Houses were built 

so close together 

and were made 

from wood so the 

fire spread very 

quickly.  

The fire started in in a baker's shop on Pudding 

Lane. By 5th September the fire had destroyed 

more than 13,000 houses and buildings in the city. 

 

There was also no 

official fire 

service at the 

time and so the 

general public 

helped put the 

fire out. 

We know a lot about the 

fire as a result of 

reading the diary of 

eyewitness, Samuel 

Pepys. 
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